THE BAY OF PIGS: The Leaders’ Story of Brigade 2506. By 
Haynes Johnson. Illustrated. Norton. 308 pp. $5.95. 

FIDEL CASTRO AND COMPANY, INC.: Communist Tyranny In 
Cuba. By Manuel Urrutia Ueo. Praeger. 217 pp. $5.95. 

CUBA: The Economic and Social Revolub'on. Edited by Dudley 
Seers. The University of North Carolina Press. 432 pp. $7.50. 
COLLISION COURSE: The Cuban Missile Crisis and Coexistence. 
By Henry M. Pachter. Praeger. 261 pp. $5.50; paperbound, $1.95. 

In Europe today, even in the most anti-Communist 
circles, there is a preoccupation with the theme of 
coexistence that far outweighs the theme of the strug- 
gle against communism itself — certainly against it id 
non-aggressive nations. As a result, the most inter- 
esting question now to European observers of all polit- 
ical shading is what form of communism is acceptable. 
Closely related is the question of how to prevent under- 
developed countries that want planned economies from 
becoming militant Communist states. 

In the United States these same questions are being 
asked about the nations of Africa and Asia — but not, 
apparently, about the nations of South America, for 
in America, as far as relations with Cuba are con- 
cerned, emotion is still the basic factor. 

At every lecture that I have given in Paris since my 
recent return from Cuba, some one in the audience 
has always asked me to explain how communism was 
able to take over in a small country, geographically 
so close to the most powerful of the capitalist nations. 
If you could really answer that question, you could 
also answer the question of how to prevent the threat 
of Castroism from setting off a chain reaction of 
disaster throughout Latin America. 

It is against this background — of U. S. obsession with 
the contagious possibilities of Castroism — that one must 
review these four books about Cuba. This is not to 
say that the designs of the authors are negligible or 
even secondary. On the contrary, one is concerned in 
great detail with the most decisive episode of anti- 
Castroism — the “invasion manque ” of the Bay of Pigs; 
a second tells of a personal relationship with Castro; 
a third is devoted to a study of the crisis following 
the installation of missiles in Cuba, and the fourth 
evaluates the economic fortunes of the Cuban revolu- 
tion. 

But no one of these authors, writing for the Amer- 
ican public, has found the necessity even to take the 
pains to justify or to affirm anything except the 
necessity of getting rid of Castroism as soon as pos- 
sible. Thus, these four books provide us with a dossier 
on Cuba and on the politics of the United States with 
regard to Cuba and to communism in Latin America. 
It is an incomplete file, often partial, but nonetheless 
enriching. 

The Bay of Pigs by Haynes Johnson is the most 
memorable of the four books. Not only because it has 
already stirred up a great controversy, nor because 
it is written in a vivid and colorful style with a fine 
eye for detail as was The Longest Day (you can al- 
ready imagine the movie scenario that will be made 
from it), but essentially because it is the pathetic ac- 
count of a friendship betrayed — and how American 
sentimentality reacted emotionally to that betrayal. 

It is in effect an accusation against political '‘advisors" 
— particularly the CIA advisors in the White House. 


Xrize-winning national correspondent for the Wash- 
ington Star, author of a remarkable work on racial 
segregation, Haynes Johnson tells us that the real 
authors of his book are the four commanders of the 
famous Brigade 2506 who were charged, in April of 
1961, with landing at the Bay of Pigs. Mr. Johnson 
has merely lent his pen to these four, and it is through 
their testimony that the story of those who called 
themselves "Fighters for Liberty" is unfolded. To the 
measure that the story is developed, the drama of these 
men is magnified and you are reminded of the “Har- 
kis,” the Algerians whom France formed into legions 
to fight the revolutionary Partisans for Independence 
and whom France abandoned when negotiations be- 
tween France and Algeria ended in the creation of the 
Algerian Republic; for this story, too, is about indi- 
viduals betrayed in the interests of national politics. 

Johnson recalls President Eisenhower’s signing the 
order that authorized the training of the brigade; John 
BOOK WEEK June 7, 79(4 


F. Kennedy’s speeches during his election campaign 
favoring aid to the anti-Castro insurrection; formal 
promises by C. I. A. agents to the Cuban leaders of 
the expedition that finally came to dismal failure. And 
this failure revealed the lack of preparation, the ab- 
sence of intelligence on the real situation of the Castro 
forces, Kennedy’s vacillation— all of which led to the 
capture of a great number of prisoners and the in- 
terminable negotiations for their release. 

Whether or not one agrees with the political views of 
these "Fighters for Liberty,” one cannot be indifferent 
to what they have to say about the way in which they 
were used. The Cubans themselves, during the whole 
proceeding, refused to accuse the C. I. A., which had 
found it convenient to recruit them in such a cloak- 
and-dagger fashion: emissaries known only by a 
Christian name, flights in aircraft with the portholes 
blacked out, lie-detector tests, etc. 

This book is interesting above all because of the 
detail it supplies on how the American government 
works and on the dangerous problems posed by the 
utilization of refugees in the battle against communism. 
These two subjects are to my mind much more useful 
than Johnson’s conclusion which pretends that if Ken- 
nedy had won, he would have contributed “to the 
liberation of the Cuban people.” I have some personal 
reasons to doubt that John F. Kennedy, at the end of 
his life, would have put the liberation of Cuba before 
the necessity for world peace. But that is another story 
and does not in the least diminish interest in The Bay 
of Pigs. 


• J idcl Castro and Company , Inc. by Manuel Urrutia 
Lleo is a violent, passionate, militant pamphlet. But one 
cannot complain merely because it is an apologia; after 
all, when one embraces a cause, it provides a service 
to defend it well. What one can complain about is 
that the arguments used by the author, whom Fidel 
Castro asked in November, 1957, to become President 
of the Republic of Cuba after Batista fled, are not 
those of the liberal and democratic jurist he was, but 
those of the anti-Communist of the extreme right that 
he appears to have become. 

The first part of the work, sub-titled "Communist 
Tyranny in Cuba” is by all odds the most interesting 
because of the abundance of detail about the personal 
conflict between Urrutia and Castro, much of which 
has not been known. In particular, Urrutia accuses 
Castro of having voluntarily wrecked the general strike 
in 1958 for fear of seeing other leaders of the re- 
sistance triumph over him. 

When Urrutia became president of the republic, he 
was persuaded that Castro was not a Communist, even 
if his brother Raoul and Che Guevara were. The real 
conflict between the two began in 1959 after Castro 
refused to hold elections. It is at that precise point that 
one would wish to have precise information from so 
highly placed a figure on the birth and development 
of communism in Cuba. On this point of extreme im- 
portance for Cuba, as for other countries, President 
Urrutia regrettably offers nothing but personal ac- 
cusations, imprecations and insults. A simple, well- 
informed analysis would have carried a thousand times 
more conviction. 

The firsfpart of the book should be kept and valued 
because of its content But the vocabulary, the tone and 
statements of the rest feed passions rather than foster 
knowledge. The comparisons of Fidel Castro with 
Hitler appear rather superficial to anyone who has 
visited Cuba recently. 

Aimed principally at specialists in economic problems 
in underdeveloped socialist countries, Cuba: The Eco- 
nomic and Social Revolution by Dudley Seers has at 
least the merit of answering a question for the general 
public: what are the economic possibilities inherent 
in the Castro revolution ? This study was carried out by 
two Englishmen and two Chileans; Dudley Seers, a 
United Nations official and professor of economic 
statistics at Oxford, was in charge of the team that 
included himself, Andres Bianchi, Richard Jolly, and 
Max Nolff, which made its study on the scene in 
Havana. The study ends with fiscal 1962. 

The most tedious chapter (though not the least in- 
teresting politically) of view ( Continued on page 8) 



How to deal with 
a passed pawn? 


By Jean Daniel 



The Institute of Arts, a state-financed school where 
Painting, sculpture, music and dance are taught, is lo- 
cated on the grounds of a former country club in the 
Miramar district of Havana, Cuba. Above, boys wear- 
ing the uniform of state scholarship students are run 
through regular drills in the Russian military manner 
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NOW IS THE TIME 

is the story of what happens to an honest man who 
wants the Big Job. It exposes the wanton pressures 
on a candidate— in this case.on the judge responsi- 
ble for a just verdict in the most sensational rape- 
murder trial the state has ever seen. 

It dares to show (as no novel ever has) how both 
men and women threaten a candidate with their 
knowledge of his past— and what they ruthlessly 
demand for their political support. 


THE MACMILLAN COMPANY 
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Does for 

Big State politics 
what 

Advise and Consent 


did for Capitol Hill 


jyLeo 


s 

LEO KATCHER 


$ 5.95 


is the tcp-ranked polit- 


ical reporter whose scoop on the Nixon Million- 
aire’s Fund forced the famous “Checkers speech.” 
In this powerful new novel he turns the klieg lights 
on the making of a California governor. 


A passed pawn 

( Continued from page 3) 
is the one on education by Jolly. 
He seems to simply have taken 
Cuban textbooks and comment- 
ed on how they were affected 
by militarism and propaganda. 

I personally can say that these 
texts are already out of use; six 
months ago, on my last trip to 
Cuba, they were no longer to ho 
found. I tut special training to 
put professors into the "psycho- 
logical climate of the revolu- 
tion” still continues. 

Mr. Seers, charged with put- 
ting together complete and com- 
parative tables of the Cuban 
economic situation, found the 
lot of peasants and workers get- 
ting better, inequalities being 
adjusted, and many advantages 
being given to laborers: mini- 
mum wages, minimum risk of 
being out of work, living quar- 
ters in hotels — all despite rigid 
rationing, a high cost of living, 
and a risk of inflation. Since 
the exodus of the middle class 
from the country, Mr. Seers 
thinks that the classes of Cubans 
left favor the regime. 

The statistics about sugar 
seem spectacular. In 1962, there 
was a harvest of 4.8 million 
tons, down by more than 2 mil- 
lion tons from 1961. In 1963, 
the crop could not even reach 
the 4.8 million figure. This ex- 
plains the importance Fidel Cas- 
tro attached to negotiations with 
the Russians and to the political 
price he paid then — alignment 
with Russia against Communist 
China — to get a new consign- 
ment in the world sugar market 

More than a history book, 
Collision Course by Henry M. 
.Pachter is a foreign policy essay 
on “The Cuban Missile Crisis 
and Coexistence.” About the 
vast Cuban poker game played 
by Kennedy and Khrushchev, 
it is a work that turns on Pach- 
ter*s concept of the two chiefs. 

Khrushchev: "He is an ex- 
pansive man, a great lord who 
thinks big. He may put all he 
has on one card, but he pays 
when he loses.” 

Kennedy: “He is elegant, de- 
termined, and wise. There is the 
excitement and the generosity. 
He expresses himself in the 
cool business language of Har- 
vard. For Kennedy, Castro was 
a mere pawn, the king to check 
was Khrushchev.” 

This thesis, skillfully devel- 
oped, leads Pachter to think first 
that the menace that loomed 
over the world in October, 1962, 
was an “exercise in coexistence” 
and that the threat of atomic 
war was merely the most spec- 
tacular part of that exercise. 
This leads the author to neglect 
the specifically Cuban factor 
and to spin the entire story of 
the crisis around the person- 
alities of Kennedy and Khru- 
shchev. So, to the question about 
how the U. S. S. R. got into 
such an adventure, Pachter 
answers that it doesn't matter 


what adventure Khrushchev gets 
into; it was the same thing in 
Syria, in the Congo, in Hungary. 
And always, Khrushchev has a 
tendency to underestimate his 
adversary. It is false, according 
to the author of Collision Course, 
to think that Khrushchev is 
more peaceable than his associ- 
ates. '‘Khrushchev is more dar- 
ing and more flexible than 
Stalin, but he exposes himself 
to the charge of inconsistency.” 
So much so that this book seems 
a total justification of the polit- 
ical technique of John F. Ken- 
nedy at the time of Cuba. 

This thesis, though, is very 
controversial, and contestable as 
well. First, all we know (and 
all that Khrushchev himself told 
Castro) about the problems 
raised in Moscow by the Stalin- 
ists, the pro-Chinese and the 
militarists leads to the conclu- 
sion that Khrushchev’s freedom 
of action has its limits and that 
even if he does make a free 
choice he still must take into 
account certain pressures. And 
on the other hand, for the dif- 
ferent, constraints on President 
Kennedy, one has only to read 
Mr. Johnson’s The Bay of Pigs. 

We know today that the 
Chinese Communists have been 
interested in Cuba ever since 
1958, and in view of all this it 
is difficult to see in Castro a 
man “bank nipt and desperate 
enough to become the willing 
tool of an adventurous policy.” 
It seems, to the contrary, that 
Che Guevara and Raoul Castro 
were very well pleased to capi- 
talize on the budding differences 
between Communist China and 
the Soviet Union. It remains to 
be determined whether we ac- 
tually were at the brink of atom- 
ic warfare at the moment of the 
October Crisis. 

On that point, my own opinion 
is that the Russians felt a very 
real fear, and that Khrushchev 
shared it Contrary to Mr. Pach- 
ter, my own feeling is that that 
fear was not one of a series of 
numerous episodes of coexist- 
ence, but Ihe emergency which 
truly has made coexistence pos- 
sible. 

Now that the fires have 
cooled, what do these four books 
bring to us? The facts are that 
Castroism has resisted a military 
expedition and an economic 
blockade ; that it has roused bit- 
ter hostilities; that in the world 
of coexistence it is an explosive 
pawn — perhaps even more so 
now that the Russians have 
mostly left. The point for Amer- 
ican readers to ponder is ex- 
actly that of the Europeans I 
mentioned at the beginning: 
what to do with a revolution 
on which the peace of the world 
may depend and which can be 
controlled neither by invasion 
nor by economic strangulation? 
And how can one criticize 
France or Great Britain for 
seeking other means ? & 



DAVID 

STOREY 

Author of 

THIS SPORTING LIFE 

”A grim and violent 
story about . . . two 
contemporary Eng- 
lishmen.... The book 
displays and de- 
velops a physical 
and spiritual bond 
between two dis- 
parate individuals, 
one a thoughtful, 
refined weakling, 
the other a thought- 
less, brutal com- 
moner. . . . Compar- 
able to the best of 
D. H. Lawrence." 

— GILBERT HIGHET, 

Book-of-the-Monlh 
Club Nows 

. r the spiritual 
nobility of Dostoev- 
ski's The Idiot.' " 

— The Financial Times 

“. . . the power and 
passion of James 
Baldwin." 

— The Sunday Times 

. . a climax . . . 
which Joyce himself 
might have hesi- 
tated to set down 
in detail." 

— The Listener 

Radcliffe 

$4.95 at all boolutorea 


Coward-McCann 
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